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TITUS III 8. 


| This 1s 4 faithful Saying, and 
theſe thing s [ will that thou 
"7 rm a 5 that they who 
have believed in God might 
be careful to maintain good 
works ; theſe things are good 
2 proſtable unto men. 


„ * ? , 
&. 5 : — IF 
85 — 2 


N theſe Sb 1 know it is | 
8 HAR) and indeed I ſhould 
PW think it highly requiſite, chat 
th 1 Duty of Charity ſhould be ſe- 
rigully : and earneſtly inſiſted on, as to im- 
print on careleſs Souls a ſenſe of "ne 
Duty, and to excite the well- diſpoſed, t 
continue ſtedfaſt in thoſe pious Riel, 

| which by God's Grace they have been en- 
abled to make, in order to promote the 
1 B Honour 
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Honour of Almighty God, and to perfect 1 
| the Salvation of his neareſt Reſemblance. 
But I am ſenſible the beſt of Pens have 
| been employ'd in ſetting forth the Ne- 
ceſſities and Advantages of this Duty, and 
few Divines (of this City eſpecially, to 
their everlaſting Honour be it ſpoken) 
haye been remiſs in diſcharging their Of- 
fice herein, both by their liberal Contri- 
burions and ingenious Performances. 
580 many choice Diſcourſes are already 
extant on this Subject, that it will be 
difficult for me to advance any thin new; 
and no eaſy task, briefly to lay before you 
| what has been alizady faid : So that an 
A4ttempt of this nature, may perhaps be 
rather diſadvantageous than ſerviceable to 
thoſe for whom I ſpeak, whoſe ſilent, but 
powerful Eloquence, ſpeaks the utmoſt of 
their Necethity, and pleads its own Cauſe; 
gives you a more lively Idea of their Wants, 
than either the moſt eminent Advocate can 
propoſe, or the moſt ingenious Interceſſor 
advance. Nor do I think it proper (elpe- 1 
cially upon this Occaſion) to entertain 
YOu wich a tedious Narrarion of St. Paul's 


delign 


"9 | 
7 and CHARITY SCHOOLS defended. ; 


1 


4 deſign in writing this Epiſtle to Titus : 
F. Nor is the exact time of his writing it 
neceſſary to be known at this preſent. In 
\ © this Epiſtle, as well as in all the reſt, he 
hath (without deviating from the Subject 

© more particularly to be inſiſted on) ex- 

horted all Men to ſhew Mercy to the Im- 

potent and Orphans with chearfulneſs; to 

love without diſſimulation; to abhor that 
which is evil and cleave to that which is 
good, and to be kindly affectioned one 
rowards another with Pre del love *. Let 
us not be weary in well - doing, for in due 

Seaſon wwe ſhall reap), if we faint not. As 

we have therefore Opportunity, let us do 
good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them who 

are of the Houſhold of Fathf, And more 

Particularly | in the words of my Text he 
uſhers in this Duty with ſo ſolemn a Pre- 

face, as he never makes uſe of, but upon 

the molt extraordinary Occaſions; and 
when a more than ordinary Regard and 
h Attention is required to the great Truth 
be propoles, This is a faithful Saying, 

Tlicds 6 e, & Saying worthy to be believed, and 
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Rom, xi. 3. Gal. vi. 9, 10; 
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fa are pgs AJ e to Mem. 5 
| Tu US faith the Hol * Spirit of God, , 
but not thus the Reaſoners of the preſent * 
Age, in which Objections and Attempts 

to They" . make it Siva 


Nee 


ber a ere in one Hand Alle they 
rais d. their Temple with che other. "a 
mall therefore endeavour. 10. ſhew, Ho 
£8 Wa AT bike Credit 1 iS. to pen given 
to, thoſe Men, who are ſo far from inain- 
raining good Works, that contrary to the 
Dichtes "of. Reaſon and the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, they haye bork by their Words 
and Actions, violendy oppoſed this Chti- 
{tian Virtue, Charity „ infamouſly abuſed 
the Exerciſe of 1 it, and baſely defamed its 
Promoters and Encouragers. . 
$6.1$RATL endeavour | to vindicate 
thoſe who are careful to maintain Good —|, 
Works, from thoſe heinous Crimes charg- 
ed upon them by their wicked Adverſaries. 
FIRST 
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N it E851 is to 155 given to the Werds 
or, Actions of the Oppoſers of Charity. 
4 We need not ranfack the Volumes of fi 
mier Ages, to find out Men of this black 
; Character; the Preſent affords too many 
tnelancholy Inſtances of this Nature. An 
averſion to all Religion has made theſe 
unhappy Wretches to bude David's Fool, 
Who only fid in his Heart, but theſe have 
publickly and blaſphemouſly declared both 
by their Lives and Actions that, There is no 
60D. This is a Truth I believe every 
one preſent is to his grief adly convinced 
ß, and 1 heartily with that it was as ſin- 
rf bewailed, as it is univerſally ac- 
| knowledged. But whilſt Vice reigns in 
Publick, and Wickedneſs is predominant, 
open War mult be proclaimed againſt all 
; religious Principles, and the Profeſſors of 
Chhriſtianity charged with ill Deſigns and 
's miſchievous Liberalicics 
To go through with the whole that is 
objected againſt us, would requite a larger 
pace of Time than is uſually allowed for 
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Diſcourſes in the Pulpit. And his will f 
appear very plain if I may, in this Sacred 
Place, and before ſo well a diſpoſed Au- 


dience, be permitted to wipe off a foul 


Aſp erſion or two caſt upon the worthy 


"wx of Chriſtian Charity by their 


malicious and reſtleſs Adverſaries: for 'tis 
the Givers (I preſume) they would wound 


chrough the Sides of the Receivers. To 


| begin then. 


Tu E firſt Crime laid to FU Charge 9 
are bred up for ill 5 and that the 


our Fllow Subjects, is highly concern'd 
to remove a Miſchief (for ſo they Nick- 
name Charity) which is leveltd at the 
Happineſs of us al kx. 

F be it from me to attempt a De- 
fence, or ſo much as to ſeem to counte- 


nance any one that ſhall dare to invade 
the Rights and Privileges of the Civil 
Magiſtrate; or to ach upon the 
| Rights and Properties of the Subject. But 
in anſwer to this heavy Charge, I fay 


* Britiſh Journal, June IF, 1723, 


That 
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God's Stewards is, That by them Children 


Safety of the Higher Powers, and that of 
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and CHARITY SCHOOLS defended. 7 


1 . That great and many are the Attempts 
1 F at this Day to ſhake the Foundation of 
[-| our Chriſtian Faith: Cunning and- De- 


ſigning. Men are ever plotting and con- 
triving the Overthrow of our Religion 
and Church. There is nothing appears ſo 
formidable to them as a Proſpect of the 
= Increaſe of Charity, by which ſo many 
Thouſands of poor Children are daily 
. _ taught their Duty to God, their King ad 
bei Neighbour. But alas! when ill 
Men have tried all Arts and Tricks to 
break in upon our Happy Conſtitution, 
and have miſcarried in each; they like 
the unclean Spirir, recorded by St. "eas 
thew*, walk through dry Places ſeeking 
reſt, but finding none; and are at a og 
for ſome Expedient to anſwer their fruit- 
ful Invention, and their Thoughts are on 
the Wrack which way to draw us into 
their Snare. Thus then may we ſee how 
it came to paſs that Infants were firſt of 
all miſcalled Traitors. And now, how 
unſafe muſt the Magiſtracy, and the Lives 
ol our Fellow Subjects by vin there 


| * Matthew xii, 43. | | 
= are 


AN LT T. 


are _ many: Thoulang innocent. Hb 
in this Kingdom? Muſt uſt not the e ſharp- 
8 ſighted Animals be endued W 100 particu- 
lar Faculties, by which they diſcern ſome: | 
thing very extraordinary in the Frame of 
cher Poor Children? Either that the 
carry in their Face a conciſe Map « of ill 9 
Deſigns ; ; or that the Fire contain d in 
their youthful Eyes, or the che rfulneſs of 
their Countenance, e by your 
generous Contributions, which to them 
axe an Aſſurance of being ſecur d from 
the many Hardſhips and Impieties, to 
which by their Poverty they were liable ; 
myſt not theſe, I fay, when ſum d. up 
together, denote the blackeſt of Crimes; 
or contain in them ſomething of ſo deep 
2 dye, as our Language has * 2. Name 
for? But notwirhſtanding this, had not 
the Chriſtian Faith a better and more 
powerful D E FENDER than theſe 
Sticklers for Ignorance, I am very well 
aſſur d, that an Army far infetiour to 
theſe Charity Children would be ſufficient 
to encounter, and perhaps to overcome 
theſe mighty Champions, ſo N 
OF 


and CHARITY SCHOOLS defended. 9 


for cavilling at Charity, and oppoſing 
their God. Now how well thele Men 


are diſpoſed ro be loyal, who have de- 
ny d God, dilobey'd 115 Laws, and dif. 
a: his R . judge ye. I muſt 
7 confeſs that as long as Children are taught 
do believe in God and to ſerve him truly; 
ro honour and obey the King; to ſub- 
mit themſelves to all. their Governours, 
and to hurt no Body by Word or Deed); 
I fay, fo long: as Children are taught his 
1 and 1 5 Care taken that they practice 
it, I cannot apptchend any great Dan- 
3 from their tender Arms or untainted 
Underſtanding: But have we not heard of 
ſome Men that have been afraid of their 
; | own Shadows? However | proceed to a 


13 SE oo vp Crime charg d upon the 
Encouragers and Promoters of Charity- 
Schools, * viz. That Children are taught 
to read and write, whereas they ought 
to be kept in Ignorance, that their Re- 
F ligion may be pure, and their Loyalty 
0 © unexceprionable ; ; for (though I mult. 


5 id. Book entituled the Fable of the Bees, Pag 394. of 2d Edition. | 
14 2 confeſs 
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confeſs 1 catifiot Harbour ſack'a Thought, 
yet) our Opponents tell us that the moſt 
knowing and polite part of the Nation, 
have every where the leaſt Share of Re- 
ligion; and Craft has a greater Hand in 
making wicked Men than Stupidity; and 
Vice in general is no where more pte- 
dominant than where Arts and Sciences 
flouriſh. And to ſupport this their Argu- 
ment, they (being forc'd to have recourſe 
to that Maxim fo current in the Church 
of Rome,) tell you Ignorance is the Mo- 
ther of Devotion; and that we ſhall find 
theſe are no lors more general than 
among the moſt Illiterate [the poor filly 
Country People as they are pleas d to 


call pH The former Part of this 


Objection, that Children are ang o 


read and write, may be chearfully ac- 
knowleg'd, to the great Grievance of our 
ignorant Adverſaries. But that they 

ought to be kept in Ignorance to pre- 
ſerve thoſe Religious Principles pure, 
which they never imbib'd; and ſupport 
that Loyalty, of which they never could 


have any Notion; to ſuppoſe this muſt 4 


be to ſupport a plain Contradiction. But 
to prove their Aſſertion (how wide ſoever 
the Breach was before, between them and 
the Papiſts) yet now do they cloſe in with 


ecm and tell us, that * Ignorance is the 


| » Mother of Devotion. How averſe ſo- 
ever theſe Men would ſeem to Popery 
s by exclaiming againſt Monaſteries, Nun- 


neries, and other miſcalid Religious 
e _ Houſes; and by cenſuring thoſe who have 
given Lands and Revenues to impudent, 
- aſpiring, and lazy Eccleſiaſticks $ (I hope 
d they mean thoſe of the Church of Rome) 
3 1 5 how averſe ſoever theſe Men would 
ſeem to Popery, yet who can help think- 
o ing but that this Objection is the Pro- 


. 


is duct of a jeſuit's Brain, or the Doctrine 


o of ſome Perſon too much in the Inte- 
c- reſt of che Church of Rome to refuſe 


ur do give them, or their Emiſſaries an aſ- 


y ſifting Hand, or an hoſpitable Reception ? 
e- Bur has can be expected from thoſe 
+ wicked Miſcreants, who laying aſide all 
Humanity, | all Charity, all Bowel of 


* vid. Fable of the Bees, 2d Edit. Pag. 304. 
§ Vid, Brit. Jour. Fune 15, 1723. 
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=, 


of - Com- 


proud, ſrigious and heretical. 
anſwer to this, What ſays the experienc'd 
a wiſe Man Solomon 7 * That the Soul be with- 
out Knowledge, ir is not good. Should all 
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Compaſſion, will pervert the moſt plain 
Text of Scripture, and deny Chriſt his 
Kingdom; unleſs it be that they may 
become more notorious for their Sins, 
and according to Modern (and conſe- 
quently more polite Tranſlations) be made 


Sinners in high Places? The main Ar- 


gument made uſe of to prop up their 


tottering Maxim is, that they pretend 
Knowledge puffeth up, maketh Men 
But in 


Men be debarr'd the Light of the Sun, 
becauſe ſome make an ill, and others 
no Uſe of it? Or ought the Tongues 
of all Men to be tied, becauſe Leh” are 


b ns and others Perjur'd? Or 
ough 


a whole Nation 19 be deſtroy d, 5 N 


beranſe ſome are Extortioners, and others 


Uncharicable? Or, laſtly, ought all Cha- 
rity and Charity-Schools to be aboliſh'd, 


becauſe our Enemies have miſtaken Cha- 


rity, and have abus d it to ſome ill Pur- 


* Prov. xix. 2 


Poics 
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and CHARITY SCHOOLS defended. 13 


poſes or other: Some of them having 


founded Monaſteries ; and others Nun- 
neries: And all of tim prov'd Semi- 
naries of Superſtition and Papal Autho- 


. rity? If they oughr, then not only all 


1 Knowledge in Religion ſhould be band d, 
© | becauſe ſome (and it is to be wiſh'd our 


Antagoniſts have not) abus d it to many 


"| al Purpoſes: bur in like Manner, Charity 


| ſhould be reſtrained or ſuppreſs d, * 


cauſe ſome have made an ill Uſe of this 
Voirtue to promote the Kingdom of An- 


189 ws we 


tichriſt, by founding Univerſities, Colleges 
and Rree-Sclicals, whereby the Principles 
of the Nobility and Gentry * (of Rome I 

' humbly conceive) have been debauch'd, 
and their Underſtandings deprav'd; 1 


ed Ignorance advanc'd, and TW Heads 


1 fill'd with airy Chimera's, and fairy Di- 
ſtinctions. But to anſwer them in na 


if Ignorance does beget and promote ſome 


Find of Devotion in Men, it is (lays a 


, © late learned Prelate $) ſuch a Devotion as 


s not properly Religion, bur Superſtition 


* Vid, Brit. Jour. June 15. 1723. 
$ Archbiſhop Tillotſen, Vol. II. Serm. 58. pag. 415. Line 41, 


the 
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Act in me, if under this Head likewiſe, 
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the ignorant Man may be zealouſly Su- 
perſtitious, but without ſome Meaſure of 
Knowledge no Man can be truly or de- 


voutly Religious. By theſe two Inſtances, 
to trouble you with no more, we may 


: perceive how little Heed, and what ſmall 
Credit is to be given to thoſe wicked 
Men, who are fo far from maintaining 


good Works, that, contrary to the Dic- 


rates of Reaſon nad the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, have both by their Words and 


Action, lo violently eee this Chri- 
ſtian Virtue; ſo infamouſly abus d the 


Exerciſe of it, and fo baſcl defam' d its 


Promoters and Encouragers. 1 mall there- 
fore endeavour 


II. To vindicate thoſe who are e careful 
to maintain good Works, from thoſe hei- 
nous Crimes charg d, and thoſe foul As- 
perſions caſt upon them by their malicious 


and wicked Adverſaries. Having, I hope, 


under my laſt Head, ſufficiently detected 
the Envy, and deſtroy d the Credit of 
theſe our ſecret, but inveterate Enemies, 
it will not 1 preſume be an uncharitable 


che 


1 W. . 
by 
„ 


LISTS 
"£8 2 
br b 24. 
+4 8 
8 


and CHARITY SCHOOLS defended. 1 5 
theVeracity of our Adverſaries Accuſations, 
ſhould happen to be called in Queſtion: 


I ſhall in Silence paſs over the ſcandalous 


Reflections caſt upon the Clergy in parti- 


cular, becauſe firſt a due Regard oughie 


to be had for God's Holy Temple, and 


ſecondly, | becauſe I am ſenſible what a 


nice and tender Point it is for a Miniſter 


of the Goſpel to plead in Defence of the 

Dignity of his ſacred Function, and the 
Relpect that is due thereto. For . theſe 
and many other Reaſons I chuſe to omit 
their many groſs Abuſes offerd to the 


aaa Orden in particular, for obey⸗ 


the Commands of their Lord and 


Mitker, and ſhall juſt lay before you an 
. Objection or two . againſt Charita» 


ble Societies in general, "The 

I. THEN charg d upon the Promoters 
and Managers of theſe Schools is, theit 
Want of Piety and Morals. This, my 
beloved, is one "Coins laid to your Charge; 
ard if in the Defence I ſhould nor anſwer 
your Expectations, impute it not, I be- 


ſecch you, to any ill Opinion I may be 
thought to entertain of you, bur rather 


ro, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


well as Temporal Good of his diſtreſs'd 
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to an inward Satisfaction I have of your 
good and pious Labours, and of your 
wiſe and prudent Conduct. I ſhall not 
go about to prove every ſingle Man, a 
Man of Piety and good Morals, who has 
contributed liberally towards the Support 


and Maintainance of theſe poor Children; 


but when we ſee a Man do as he would 


be done unto, help the Weak, relieve the 
Diſtreſſed, and thoſe that are in Want, 
viſit the Sick, entertain the Stranger from 
whom he can expect no Recompence, 
and fer the Captive free; when we fee 


any one ſo chearfully perform his Duty, 
ought we not juſtly and charitably to con- 
_ clude, that this Man has been thus bene- 


ficial to his fellow Creatures, our of a 


truly Religious Principle, and with a pi- 
ous Deſign to promote the Honour of 


God, and to perfect the Spiritual as 


. 


Brethren? Our knowledge is limited at 
. and our Underſtanding is now 


bur ſhallow ; in this Life therefore we 


can only judge of Men by their Words 


and Actions. To know the Secrets of 
Si all 
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and CHARITY | SCHOOLS difended. I 


all Mens Hearts belongs to that All-wiſe 
God alone; who is as extenſive in his 
Chhatity, as boundleſs in his Nature to | 
# ſave both Few and Gentle, and to further 
7 the Salvation of all Men, is the fole | 
| Care | of 14 hina who 18 n0 Relpecter of | 
ſ. Perſons]. If therefore we at any Time 
- the Example, and following the Steps of 
his God and Saviour, why ſhould we be 
ſo uncharitable as to imagine that his Pi- 
ety is Hypocritical, and his Morals cor- 
tupt? On che contrary, when Men give 
chemſelves over to all manner of Vice 
and Wickedneſs, are they fo ſtupidly Ig- 
naorant as to ſuppoſe that Mankind wall 
canonize them for Saints? Or make An- 
gels of chem when they are dead, be- 
l cauſe they have led the Life of Devils? 
Mens Actions are the ſole Interpreters of 
their Thoughts, and in nothing can we 
tead their Thoughts fo plain as in their 
Works. Our Saviour has left us a Rule 
© whereby we may be able to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween good and bad Men. Te ſhall know 
them by their Fruits, fays our bleſſed Lord, 
do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs 
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of * 'Thiftles ? That 1s,” as Thorns cannot 


| {equently the more pious a Chriſtian is 


bring forth Grapes, or Thiſtles bear Fi 


cover them elves to be ſuitable. to the Diſ- 
poſit ition of his Mind, be they e or bad. 


OW. CHARITY is a diſtin Cha- 
zARteriſtick of a diſaffected Perſon. This it 


muſt: be confels'd (if true) is a very hei- 


nous Crime,” and deſerves a Puniſhment 
equal to the Guile. But ſince theſe invi- 


dious Men want Proof to maintain all 
their other Objections, I hope to make 
it manifeſt, in ſo material a Point as this 
: 15 that their bare Word ought not to be 


receiv d as a ſufficient Conviction; ſince this 


upon the generous and liberal Contribu- 
tors. II training up Children in the fear 
of the Lord, and teaching them to be 


ſubj ect · not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
Colirns hs; If by inſtructing them 
in the © brite Religion, and ſhewing 


them the real and true Difference between 


Good and Evil, be dec) ypher d an in- 


ducement to Rebellion, and a Founda- 
tion for treaſonable Practices; then con- 


th: 


{6 the Actions of a Man's Life, will if 4 


is not the only falſe Accuſation charg'd 
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the greater is his Diſaffection; and the 


more converſant a good Man is in the 
Holy Scriptures, the more skilful he is in 
the Art of Oppofition; and conſequently 
(according to this modern Way of argu- 
ing) Divines muſt make the beſt Soldiers; 
which Doctrine will ſound harſh in the 
Ears of the preſent Learned and Right 
Reverend Prelates. --- Let us now ee 
on the other Hand what good and loyal 
Subjects the Illiterate, nay the moſt Inno- 
cent or Ignorant (for theſe Words are 
/ now reckon'd Synonymous) let us, I fay, 
ſee what Subjects theſe would make, 
ſhould our Church or its DEFENDER 
(which God forbid) ever want their Aſſiſt- 
ance. How unwillingly would theſe un- 
happy (becauſe Ignorant) Wretches venture 
their Lives for that which (till this time) they 
never heard of? And with what Reluctance 
would they take Arms in Defence of a 
Prince, to whom (they would tell you) they 
owe no Allegiance? What Notions would 
they form of Religion? Might not they 
tell you that twas a Project ſet on Foot 
on purpoſe to diſturb the Peace, and 
quiet of their Lives; or that it was a 
; | ah GE mere 
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Difference between the Learned and the 


Partiality. 


"a whatEnvy have theſe Men beheld 
the Promoters. of Charity And with 


what unheard of Malice "Bok they at- 


rempred to prove the Diſpenſers 1 
Friends to Papal Authority, and diſloy a F 
to their own Prince? That Pager | 
ſhould be interpreted Diſaffection, and 
Charity conſtrued Popery, is what could 
enter into the Heart of none but that 
new Set of Upſtarts, who believe againſt 
Reaſon and Scripture, that Lowe worketh 
td to his Neighbour, A Doctrine too 


much 


mere Deluſion, or 2 Calle in a Air 
And would not they be apt to imagine 
that Obedience to the Higher Powers was 
an human, or rather inhuman... Contri« 
; Vance, and not a Command of God's? 
Behald now and fee: How. great is the 


Wiſe; and the Prudent and Ignorant (or 
Innocent) Man! But alas ſome Men 
glory in their doch Deeds, and triumph 
in their Unbelief; they build their = 
Fl upon the fandy 83 of filthy 
Lucre, and ſupport their Reputation by 
the weak and tonering Pillars of indiſcreet 
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much in vogue of late among ſome, who 
cal themſelves Chriſtians, and (if youll 
7 believe them) Proteſtants too. O Bleſs 
} (ed Jeſu, that ever thy Holy Name ſhould: 
be ſo abus d, and thy A Virtue thus 
1 2 miſconſtru 47 Poſſeſsd of that 
| 4 growing and faſhionable Vice, Ingrati- 
tude; or as profeſs d Enemies of God 
and Man, they have treated thy Stewards 
l #: with Infamy and Scorn, that (this Point 
being gain d) they might with the more 
4 | boldnels, as Seconds to the Prince of 
[|  Darkneks, oppoſe the Goodneſs of a gra- 
cious God, and rebel againſt the ſole 
Author of Exiſtence and Saviour of Man- 
Find. But, Bleſſed be God! there were 
* thoſe wanting (even in this diſſolute 
Age) who dar d to defend Chriſt and his 
Gepe when that malicious Pen, dipp d 
y in the very Gall of Bitterneſs, was ſo 
buſily, but infamouſly imploy d againſt 
the Practice of Chriſtianity, by defaming 
the Promoters, and ſerting at nought the 
Ween: of Charity and Beneficence. 
A Diſpoſition this all now unheard of, 
never known in former Ages, and in that 
| $ @ which is to come, I pray God it may never 
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be mentioned. But when Men have gone 
ſuch Lengths as to fer aſide both Reaſon 
and Scripture, I think it highly juſt (with 
- the Author of my Text) to be ware of 
them; for it is too apparent, that (if they 
Have not already) they would have done 
as much Evil; for which God will certain- 
ly reward chem according to their Works. 
IT have now gone ä with 
Unt I ar firſt propos'd ; and have, 
I hope, in the firſt Place given you ſuf- 
ficient Caution to beware of thoſe Men 
who fo ſtrenuouſly oppoſe good Works, 
and fo baſely defame the Promoters and 
Encouragers of them. And ſecondly, 1 
heartily wiſh that every one preſent may 
be fully convinc'd of the falſity of thoſe |. 
grievous Crimes charg'd upon them, who |. 
are, careful to maintain good Works. 
What then remains now, but that we ſe- 
riouſly reflect on the ſole Occaſion of our 8 
| wats aſſembling together; which is, I ! 
hope for the Honour of God, the We: Ji 
fare of theſe injur'd Babes, and in defiance 7 
of their Enemies. Could I here propoſe |» 
any Thing more affecting chan our Savi- % 
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ours, or bis Apoſtles own Words, 1 


1 would not be wanting; both for the Ad! 


vantage of them who are in Proſperity; 
arid” for the good of our fellow Creatures 


who are in Want and Adverſity: But ſince 


the Scriptures are ſo very full and copious 
of God's moſt gracious Promiſes to the 


kind and compaſſionate Chriſtian, it would 
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be ſufficient for me barely to mention 
them, without any other Addition; but 


on a Subject ſo delightful, and yet ſo 


much abus d, 51 who. can be ſilent? 2 Tbere- 


fore the - 
i. . ENT which I hall propoſe 


Fi "Mo the Benefit of the Indigent is, Gra- 


titude. We have received our All from 


\ God; and muſt not we think on ſome 


. 


. 
1 1 
4 
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Means of making a Return? God ſtands 
not in need of our Aſſiſtance; how then 
can we better do it than by relieving; the 
poor? Though we can do nothing to 


God that will accrue to his Advantage, 
- 2, yet we may do it to Man, our Fellow 
" if þ . Creature, the Image of the Almighty; 


this being the beſt Requital we can at 
to him 2 all his Benefits. Tis an Ac- 

| knowledgment of the Bleſſings we have 
VI. fred d 
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tecety'd of God; and in nothing do we 
{o nich fhew. our Gratitiide to Rur as 
in phaſes gand and Merciful to his Creas 

Tis ſaid by One, * That by Nat- 
arc! and Selle, by Envy KF III 
will, Men degenerate into Beaſts, and 
became Wolves and Ty yers to one ano. 
and: Kindnefs by Ae Sangean and 
Aſſiſtance, Men become Gods to oute = 
another. But. = 
II. As common Gratiende 4 10 
ſo does the Number of the poor Children, 

whoſe Neceſlities are very preſſing, and 
cry aloud for, and require a ſpeedy; and 
bountiful Supply. Can we behold the 
Face of God: bedew'd with Tears, and 
languiſhing for Want, and find nothing, 
though of never ſo ſmall a Value to Je 
ſtow on ſuch ati helpleſs periſhing Object? 
Confider this all ye that Train God, le, 
le tear you in Pieces, and there be none 
to deliver you. Remember and lay to 
heart that gracious Promiſe of our 50 
Redeemer, Bleſſed are the Merciful, for 


they fall find Mary. And « on the con- 
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trary, think on that terrible. Sentence of 
St. James, He hall have Judgment with- 
out Mercy, that hath ſbeum no Mercy. 
III. AxorTaHeR Reaſon why we ſhould 
exerciſe our ſelves in Acts of Charity is, 
becauſe our Saviour hath repreſented this, 
as a peculiar Matter of Enquiry at the Judg- 
ment of the Great Day. He whoſe whole 
Lite was one continu'd Series of Charity, 
* who took all Opportunities of doing good 
unto all Men, hath told us, that nothing 
does more immediately qualify us for his 
Kingdom, than ſhewing Mercy to his di- 


ſtrels d Brethren. In as much as ye have 


dome it unto one of the. leaſt N of theſe 
my Brethren, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, ye 
have done it unto me. And on the con- 
trary, they are terribly threatned to be ſent 
away with a Curſe who have thewn no 
Mercy; In as much as ye did it not to one 
„f the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye did 
it not to me. By theſe and many other of 
the like Inſtances we may plainly fee, what 
it is, on which chiefly depends the infinite 
Concerns of another Life: And by theſe 
we may be able to judge what an Account 
we ſhall give when we ſhall ſtand tremb- 
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ling before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 
Let us therefore neglect no Opportunity 
of doing good; let us not be deaf to the 
Cries of the Poor, or deſpiſe them who 
are in a low Condition; becauſe in that 
State of Life it was that Chriſt purchaſed 
Salvation for all; and in the Form of a 


ah 


Servant the Holy Jeſus became obedient # 


And let us think what a Comfort it will 


be to us, when we ſhall be ſeized by the 1 
cold Hand 'of "Death, to be conducted j 1 


2 


Let us therefore imitate him who was all 
Goodneſs; and though we cannot keep 
equal Pace with him, yet let us endeavour, 


us, I ſay, to be found treading in the Sreps & * 
of our great Lord and Maſter, Bleſſed is 
that Servant whom his Lord when be 
cometh fall find ſo doing. 


to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 


as much as in us lies, to follow his Steps. 


afford us, and what an Happineſs it will 


through the dark Chambers of the Grave, 
through that Land where all Things are for- 


gotten; what an inward Joy will it be to 


Here ought I to haye concluded; but J 
mult ſtill treſpaſs upon your Patience a little 
longer, chat l may jaſt mention one Argu- 
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juice and be exceeding glad; for great is 
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ment more which ought to take Place, and 
ſink deep into your Hearts; and that is, 


the more generous you are to theſe Objects 


worthy of your Compaſſion, the greater 
Love ye ſhew towards God and his Reli- 
gion; for herein ye not only ſupport the 


Poor and aſſiſt the Orphan, bur ye like- 


wile fight the Lord's Battle, and teach 
others to do the fame, by detgating the 
wicked Deſigns of God's and your Ene- 

mies. Remember for Chriſt's Sake, that 
the more liberal ye are to theſe his diſtreſ- 


| ſed Brethren, the greater will be your Vi- 


ctory over the Oppolers of this Virtue ; 
and every Mite that you caſt into the Trea- 


ſury will be as a Thorn or a Spear in the 
Side of the Uncharitable. Be not afraid 
of their Reproaches; or diſmayed at their 
| Threatnings; encourage Charity; oppoſe 


Vice and Ignorance in what Form ſoever 
you ſee them dreſs'd in; remembring thole 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, Bleſſed are 
ye when Men ſhall revile you, and per ſe- 
cute you, and ſpall ſay all Manner of Evil 


againſt you falſly for my Name's ſake. Re- 
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ruted they the Prophets "which , were. before 


von K. In a Word, the only Inſtance you 
can give at preſent of your ready Compli- 


ance to obey God, is generouſſy to con- 
tribute accordin g to the Proportion of your 
Abilities and their Neceſſity; and by this : 


! 
* 
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you will likewiſe give all good Men a con- 


vincing Proof of your earneſt Endeavours 
to promote Charity, and defeat the De- 
ſigns of your treacherous Railers. 
Too conclude. The Sum raisd by your 


Contributions will let all the World ſee how 
great your Belict is in God; how much you 
honour your King and Prince; and hat 
a general Eſteem ye have for all Mankind; 


and on the contrary, how averſe ye are 
to Popery; how diſtaſtful the Doctrine of 


Jeſuits and Jeſuitical Defenders 18 to you; 


and laſtly, what little Encouragement ye 


give to that ſet of Men, who make Pri- 
ate Vices, Publick Benefits. Now, Gc. 


Mat v. a, 2. 
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